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Canadian employment rose a strong 240k in 2021Q4 (September-to-December),
leaving total jobs now more than 1% above pre-COVID levels, and up 4.8% from
a year ago. The jobless rate finished the year at 5.9%, back within the pre-
COVID range as the labour market continues to tighten. Regionally, seven of ten
provinces have now seen a full employment recovery, or better.
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Emp.

(000s : 3- (y/y % (ppts : Rate Trough Latest
mo. chng) chng) (%) y/y) (%) (%) (%)

Canada 240 4.8 5.9 -2.9 61.5 -15.7 1.3
BC 15 3.9 5.3 -1.9 61.4 -15.6 2.1
AB 18 6.0 7.3 -3.8 64.2 -15.5 0.9
SK 1 4.3 5.4 -2.6 63.8 -12.7 -0.7
MB 1 5.9 5.2 -3.1 62.8 -13.5 -0.3
ON 152 5.7 6.0 -3.6 61.6 -15.3 2.1
QC 39 3.8 4.6 -2.2 61.2 -18.7 0.1
NB 2.1 0.9 7.9 -1.7 55.6 -13.7 -0.4
NS 4 3.4 7.9 -0.9 56.8 -16.0 0.7
PEI 3.7 7.5 7.8 -2.1 61.1 -14.0 1.8
NL 4 -0.2 11.6 -1.0 50.3 -15.7 0.0

Employment Unemp. Rate Pre-COVID to:

All provinces saw job growth in Q4, while nine of ten saw
employment above year-ago levels (significantly so in
some regions). Ontario led the pack to finish the year,
although that province (along with Quebec) will face a
tough start to 2022 amid renewed restrictions.

Despite waves of restrictions, employment in Ontario is
2.1% above the pre-COVID mark, the strongest recovery in
the country along with B.C.

Quebec finished the year with the lowest jobless rate in
Canada, at 4.6%, after matching a record low (4.5%) in
November. But, this partly reflects a slower rebound in
labour force participation.

At the city level, strength is mixed across the country
and among smaller and larger centres. Guelph and
Barrie continue to highlight strength around Toronto
(parly reflecting a move out of the core by households).
But, the largest cities themselves have moved further up
the performance ranking in recent months. .

City Labour Market Performance Ranking
Pop. Emp. Emp.

(y/y % (y/y % (y/y % Rate

 chng)  chng) (%)  chng) (%)

15% 30% 20% 20% 15%

Guelph, ON 1 ↑ 4 1.5 11.9 3.9 -1.7 67.9
Windsor, ON 2 ↑ 29 0.8 20.5 6.9 -4.3 59.8
Edmonton, AB 3 ↑ 22 1.6 9.5 6.6 -4.8 65.4
Saskatoon, SK 4 ↑ 12 1.7 9.5 5.5 -2.7 66.7
Barrie, ON 5 ↑ 27 1.1 3.9 5.4 -6.6 63.8
Ottawa, ON 6 ↑ 16 2.0 3.3 4.0 -2.8 61.7
Kitchener, ON 7 ↑ 12 1.4 5.5 5.5 -2.9 65.8
Moncton, NB 8 ↑ 4 1.8 6.4 6.3 -2.8 64.2
London, ON 9 ↑ 1 1.4 9.7 5.7 -2.0 62.0
Victoria, BC 10 ↑ 8 2.2 3.9 3.9 -1.9 60.2
Winnipeg, MB 11 ↑ 12 0.7 5.6 5.4 -3.2 63.8
Toronto, ON 12 ↑ 12 1.2 6.3 7.2 -3.5 63.6
Vancouver, BC 13 ↑ 8 1.3 5.5 5.7 -1.6 64.1
Montreal, QC 14 — 0.7 4.3 5.3 -2.8 63.3
Oshawa, ON 15 ↓ 9 1.5 5.4 6.5 -1.3 65.1
Quebec City, QC 16 ↓ 9 0.5 0.3 2.6 -1.7 63.8
Halifax, NS 17 ↓ 14 2.3 2.4 6.2 -1.2 63.0
Peterborough, ON 18 ↑ 15 0.8 15.4 9.5 -3.5 55.3
Sherbrooke, QC 19 ↓ 11 1.2 0.1 3.3 -2.5 58.1
Hamilton, ON 20 ↑ 8 0.7 5.1 5.8 -2.2 61.4
Calgary, AB 21 ↓ 8 1.5 1.5 8.2 -2.3 65.4
Saguenay, QC 22 ↓ 13 -0.1 3.3 3.6 -2.1 58.1
Regina, SK 23 ↓ 19 1.1 0.8 5.6 -0.7 63.5
Sudbury, ON 24 ↑ 2 0.1 3.3 5.7 -1.9 57.8

St. John’s, NL 25 ↓ 8 0.6 3.0 7.0 -1.3 61.4
Saint John, NB 26 ↑ 4 1.0 2.3 8.3 -3.1 56.7
Abbotsford, BC 27 ↓ 12 1.5 0.3 7.4 -0.9 60.6
Kelowna, BC 28 ↓ 27 2.4 -4.3 5.1 0.5 58.8
St. Catharines, ON 29 — 0.5 5.0 7.6 -1.5 55.2
Thunder Bay, ON 30 ↓ 3 -0.2 3.6 6.6 -1.0 59.4
Kingston, ON 31 ↓ 29 2.0 -2.0 6.1 0.2 56.8
Trois-Rivieres, QC 32 ↓ 21 0.4 -1.9 5.0 -0.9 55.9
Brantford, ON 33 ↓ 13 0.9 -0.8 7.2 0.5 61.5
¹ based on wtd. avg. number of std. deviations away

  from 33-city average, across five categories

Overall Rank¹

(y/y 

 chng)
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Weights:
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