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seemingly assuming that it would not infect the rest of the world. Douglas Porter, CFA, Chief Economist
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All of that changed this week, with investors and economists rapidly adjusting douglas.porter@bmo.com

their views on the balance of risks. Equities, in particular, have had a complete
rethink, swinging from record highs just last week to a full-blown correction in

a matter of days—with stocks posting their largest weekly drop since the 2008
financial crisis. As of noon on Friday, the S&P 500 was down roughly 12% for the
week, and its 7-day slide from last week’s apex was pushing 13%. The TSX, which
peaked a day later and had the added issue of a Thursday technical glitch, is now
off 10% from the highs.

The dislocation in equities, and a further slide in commaodities, has ratcheted up odds
of major interest rate cuts by central banks, and fuelled an already raging global bond
market rally. Record-low yields for Treasuries fell like dominoes, with the 10-year
dipping close to Canadian territory by week’s end at 1.17%. That’s a massive 30 bps
below just one week ago and a towering 75 bps in the past two months alone. Not to
be outdone, Canadian 10-year yields also tumbled nearly 20 bps on the week to just
1.10%, although that remains a bit above the record low of 0.95%, reached in 2016.

The trigger for the massive repricing in financial markets was the sudden and
coincident spread of the virus in Korea, Italy, and Iran, as well as a series of new
cases in almost all continents. Investors have seemingly moved from assuming that
the virus would stay contained and have limited economic impact outside of China,
to pricing in a widespread pandemic and a worst-case scenario for global growth.
We would assert that the likely outcome will land somewhere in between those two
extremes. But while there is still plenty of uncertainty over what path the virus will
take, there is no debate that COVID-19 concerns are having a real economic impact.
Between travel restrictions, supply-chain issues, events being cancelled, and—now—
confidence being rattled by the stock market correction, growth will be dampened.

As suggested in this week’s Focus Feature, we believe the economic impact will be a
short, sharp, shock to growth and activity will rebound relatively quickly. Nonetheless,
conditions have changed, and we must recognize that in all our forecast assumptions.
As a result, we are officially adjusting our base case outlook as of today, on the
assumption that there is at least a limited outbreak in North America. Details of the
revisions are explained further in today’s Focus Thoughts, but in summary:

+ Global growth is now expected to be just 2.4% this year, a slowdown from last
year's soggy 2.8%, which was weighed down by the trade war. We had already cut
into this year’s estimate on a big downgrade in China, but now we have also cut
other economies.
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+ U.S. GDP growth is now pegged at 1.5% this year, versus 1.8% previously (which
was already a big step down from 2.3% in 2019). That is below potential, and is
likely to prompt some upward pressure on unemployment, and renewed downward
pressure on inflation.

+ Canada’s GDP growth is being clipped a bit more heavily, as we are taking it down
0.5 percentage points to 1.2% (from 1.7%, and 1.6% for all of last year). The reason
why Canada is hit a bit harder is the related slump in commodity prices (especially
oil, where we are cutting this year’s call by $5/bbl) and the specific weight of
issues like the rail blockades. Piling on, was news of the cancellation of the Frontier
oilsands project.

* The Federal Reserve and the Bank of Canada are now expected to react with rate
cuts totalling 50 bps. The timing is still an open question, with markets suddenly
front-loading the timing of expected moves. Given the very sudden market re-
pricing of risks, we cannot rule out an intermeeting move, and perhaps a 50 bp
cut in one fell swoop.

+ The Canadian dollar has been hit by a weaker global backdrop and lower oil prices.
We continue to believe that the currency will gradually recover in the second half of
the year and somewhat further into 2021. However, the weaker starting point and
Canada’s specific issues mean that the currency’s average will be lower this year.

Amid these forecast downgrades to 2020, note that we are, at the same time,

lifting our views on 2021. With growth likely to snap back relatively quickly from this
presumably short-lived shock, there is also the very real possibility that any near-
term rate cuts could be reversed by early next year. We would strongly suggest
that if markets were wildly underpricing growth risks a week ago, they are overpricing
those risks now.

In an exquisite piece of timing, the cover of last week’s Economist magazine read
“Big tech’s S2trln bull run”, replete with five rampaging bulls representing the mega-
five U.S. tech companies. Of course, pretty much as soon as that issue was out,
stocks promptly wilted from last week'’s all-time highs. Even the mighty Nasdaq has
corrected by 13% from its high. The pair of 1,000 point drops in the Dow on Monday
and Thursday this week was an eerie replay. The index has only ever fallen by 1,000
points on two other occasions, and they both were in a single week in 2018... in
February... on a Monday and Thursday.

It may surprise you that economists are not always treated like rock stars when out

in the public domain; and certainly not always like a Zamboni driver-cum-emergency
goaltender. In fact, following a presentation by yours truly a few weeks back in a mid-
sized Canadian city, a client offered this constructive observation: “/ counted that you
just mentioned the word ‘coronavirus’ 40 times in your talk.” Presumably, this wasn't
meant to be a compliment; in fact, the tone betrayed a hint of annoyance. Beyond the
fact that someone was actually doing a word count, in hindsight, maybe I should have
used it 50 or 60 times that day.

BMO 9 Capital Marketse February 28, 2020 | Page 2 of 4



Talking Points | Dove in the Time of COVID-19

General Disclosures

"BMO Capital Markets" is a trade name used by the BMO Investment Banking Group, which includes the wholesale arm of Bank of Montreal and its subsidiaries BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., BMO Capital Markets Limited in
the U.K., Bank of Montreal Europe Plc in Ireland and BMO Capital Markets Corp. in the U.S. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., BMO Capital Markets Limited, Bank of Montreal Europe Plc and BMO Capital Markets Corp are affiliates.
BMO does not represent that this document may be lawfully distributed, or that any financial products may be lawfully offered or dealt with, in compliance with any regulatory requirements in other jurisdictions, or
pursuant to an exemption available thereunder. This document is directed only at entities or persons in jurisdictions or countries where access to and use of the information is not contrary to local laws or regulations.
Their contents have not been reviewed by any regulatory authority. Bank of Montreal or its subsidiaries (“BMO Financial Group”) has lending arrangements with, or provide other remunerated services to, many issuers
covered by BMO Capital Markets. The opinions, estimates and projections contained in this report are those of BMO Capital Markets as of the date of this report and are subject to change without notice. BMO Capital
Markets endeavours to ensure that the contents have been compiled or derived from sources that we believe are reliable and contain information and opinions that are accurate and complete. However, BMO Capital
Markets makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, in respect thereof, takes no responsibility for any errors and omissions contained herein and accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss arising from
any use of, or reliance on, this report or its contents. Information may be available to BMO Capital Markets or its affiliates that is not reflected in this report. The information in this report is not intended to be used

as the primary basis of investment decisions, and because of individual client objectives, should not be construed as advice designed to meet the particular investment needs of any investor. This document is not

to be construed as an offer to sell, a solicitation for or an offer to buy, any products or services referenced herein (including, without limitation, any commaodities, securities or other financial instruments), nor shall
such Information be considered as investment advice or as a recommendation to enter into any transaction. Each investor should consider obtaining independent advice before making any financial decisions. This
document is provided for general information only and does not take into account any investor’s particular needs, financial status or investment objectives. BMO Capital Markets or its affiliates will buy from or sell to
customers the securities of issuers mentioned in this report on a principal basis. BMO Capital Markets or its affiliates, officers, directors or employees have a long or short position in many of the securities discussed
herein, related securities or in options, futures or other derivative instruments based thereon. The reader should assume that BMO Capital Markets or its affiliates may have a conflict of interest and should not rely
solely on this report in evaluating whether or not to buy or sell securities of issuers discussed herein.

Dissemination of Economic Publications
Our publications are disseminated via email and may also be available via our web site https://economics.bmo.com. Please contact your BMO Financial Group Representative for more information.
Additional Matters

This report is directed only at entities or persons in jurisdictions or countries where access to and use of the information is not contrary to local laws or regulations. Its contents have not been reviewed by any
regulatory authority. BMO Capital Markets does not represent that this report may be lawfully distributed or that any financial products may be lawfully offered or dealt with, in compliance with regulatory
requirements in other jurisdictions, or pursuant to an exemption available thereunder.

To Australian residents: BMO Capital Markets Limited is exempt from the requirement to hold an Australian financial services licence under the Corporations Act and is regulated by the UK Financial Conduct Authority
under UK laws, which differ from Australian laws. This document is only intended for wholesale clients (as defined in the Corporations Act 2001) and Eligible Counterparties or Professional Clients (as defined in Annex
1l to MiFID II).

To Canadian Residents: BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. furnishes this report to Canadian residents and accepts responsibility for the contents herein subject to the terms set out above. Any Canadian person wishing to effect
transactions in any of the securities included in this report should do so through BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.

To U.K./E.U. Residents: In the UK, Bank of Montreal London Branch is authorised and regulated by the Prudential Regulation Authority and the Financial Conduct Authority (“FCA”) and BMO Capital Markets Limited

is authorised and regulated by the FCA. The contents hereof are intended solely for clients which satisfy the criteria for classification as either a “professional client” or an “eligible counterparty”, each as defined in
Directive 2014/65/EU (“MiFID 1I”). Any U.K. person wishing to effect transactions in any security discussed herein should do so through Bank of Montreal, London Branch or BMO Capital Markets Limited; any person

in the E.U. wishing to effect transactions in any security discussed herein should do so through BMO Capital Markets Limited. In the UK this document is published by BMO Capital Markets Limited which is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The contents hereof are intended solely for the use of, and may only be issued or passed on to, (1) persons who have professional experience in matters relating to
investments falling within Article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order 2005 (the "Order") or (I1) high net worth entities falling within Article 49(2)(a) to (d) of the Order (all
such persons together referred to as "relevant persons"). The contents hereof are not intended for the use of and may not be issued or passed on to retail clients.In an E.U. Member State this document is issued and
distributed by Bank of Montreal Europe plc which is authorised and regulated in Ireland and operates in the E.U. on a passported basis. This document is only intended for Eligible Counterparties or Professional Clients,
as defined in Annex Il to “Markets in Financial Instruments Directive” 2014/65/EU (“MiFID 11”).

To Hong Kong Residents: This document is issued and distributed in Hong Kong by Bank of Montreal (“BM0”). BMO is an authorized institution under the Banking Ordinance (Chapter 155 of the Laws of Hong Kong)
and a registered institution with the Securities and Futures Commission (CE No. AAK809) under the Securities and Futures Ordinance (Chapter 571 of the Laws of Hong Kong). This material has not been reviewed or
approved by any regulatory authority in Hong Kong. Accordingly the material must not be issued, circulated or distributed in Hong Kong other than (1) except for "structured products" as defined in the Securities and
Futures Ordinance, in circumstances which do not constitute it as a “Prospectus” as defined in the Companies Ordinance or which do not constitute an offer to the public within the meaning of that Ordinance, or (2) to
Professional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance and the Securities and Futures (Professional Investor) Rules made thereunder. Unless permitted by the securities laws of Hong Kong, no person
may issue in Hong Kong, or have in its possession for issue in Hong Kong this material or any other advertisement, invitation or document relating to the products other than to a professional investor as defined the
Securities and Futures Ordinance and the Securities and Futures (Professional Investor) Rules.

To Korean Residents: This material is not provided to make a recommendation for specific Korean residents to enter into a contract for trading financial investment instruments, for investment advising, for
discretionary investment, or for a trust, nor does it constitute advertisement of any financial business or financial investment instruments towards Korean residents. The material is not provided as advice on the value
of financial investment instruments or any investment decision for specific Korean residents. The provision of the material does not constitute engaging in the foreign exchange business or foreign exchange brokerage
business regulated under the Foreign Exchange Transactions Act of Korea.

To PRC Residents: This material does not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy any financial products in the People’s Republic of China (excluding Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, the “PRC").
BMO and its affiliates do not represent that this material may be lawfully distributed, or that any financial products may be lawfully offered, in compliance with any applicable registration or other requirements in
the PRC, or pursuant to an exemption available thereunder, or assume any responsibility for facilitating any such distribution or offering. This material may not be distributed or published in the PRC, except under
circumstances that will result in compliance with any applicable laws and regulations.

Singapore Residents: This document has not been registered as a prospectus with the Monetary Authority of Singapore and the material does not constitute an offer or sale, solicitation or invitation for subscription or
purchase of any shares or financial products in Singapore. Accordingly, BMO and its affiliates do not represent that this document and any other materials produced in connection therewith may lawfully be circulated
or distributed, whether directly or indirectly, to persons in Singapore. This document and the material do not and are not intended to constitute the provision of financial advisory services, whether directly or indirectly,
to persons in Singapore. This document and any information contained in this report shall not be disclosed to any other person. If you are not an accredited investor, please disregard this report. BMO Singapore Branch
does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of the report. In Asia, Bank of Montreal is licensed to conduct banking and financial services in Hong Kong and Singapore. Certain products and services referred to
in this document are designed specifically for certain categories of investors in a number of different countries and regions. Such products and services would only be offered to these investors in those countries and
regions in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. The Information is directed only at persons in jurisdictions where access to and use of such information is lawful.

To Thai Residents: The contents hereof are intended solely for the use of persons qualified as Institutional Investors according to Notification of the Securities and Exchange Commission No. GorKor. 11/2547 Re:
Characteristics of Advice which are not deemed as Conducting Derivatives Advisory Services dated 23 January 2004 (as amended). BMO and its affiliates do not represent that the material may be lawfully distributed,
or that any financial products may be lawfully offered, in compliance with any regulatory requirements in Thailand, or pursuant to an exemption available under any applicable laws and regulations.

To U.S. Residents: BMO Capital Markets Corp. furnishes this report to U.S. residents and accepts responsibility for the contents herein, except to the extent that it refers to securities of Bank of Montreal.

These documents are provided to you on the express understanding that they must be held in complete confidence and not republished, retransmitted, distributed, disclosed, or otherwise made available, in whole or
in part, directly or indirectly, in hard or soft copy, through any means, to any person, except with the prior written consent of BMO Capital Markets.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

BMO Financial Group (NYSE, TSX: BMO) is an integrated financial services provider offering a range of retail banking, wealth management, and investment and corporate banking products. BMO serves Canadian retail
clients through BMO Bank of Montreal and BMO Nesbitt Burns. In the United States, personal and commercial banking clients are served by BMO Harris Bank N.A., (Member FDIC). Investment and corporate banking
services are provided in Canada and the US through BMO Capital Markets.

BMO Capital Markets is a trade name used by BMO Financial Group for the wholesale banking businesses of Bank of Montreal, BMO Harris Bank N.A, (Member FDIC), Bank of Montreal Europe Plc, and Bank of Montreal
(china) Co. Ltd. and the institutional broker dealer businesses of BMO Capital Markets Corp. (Member FINRA and SIPC) in the U.S., BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. (Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund) in Canada, Europe
and Asia, Bank of Montreal Europe Plc in Europe, BMO Capital Markets Limited in the U.K. and Australia and BMO Advisors Private Limited in India.

® Registered trademark of Bank of Montreal in the United States, Canada and elsewhere.

BMO 9 Capital Marketse February 28, 2020 | Page 3 of 4


https://economics.bmo.com

Talking Points | Dove in the Time of COVID-19

™ Trademark Bank of Montreal in the United States and Canada.
© COPYRIGHT 2020 BMO CAPITAL MARKETS CORP.

A member of BMO Financial Group

BMO 9 Capital Markets® February 28, 2020 | Page 4 of 4



